REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Title of Publication: 

The Happening 

Other Known Title: 

Not Stated 

Medium: 

DVD 

Director / Author: 

M. Night Shyamalan 

Producer/Publisher: 

Sam Mercer, et al. 

Country of Origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

The Film and Video Labelling Body Inc. 

Distributor: 

Roadshow Entertainment (NZ) Ltd 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the 
publication is restricted to persons who have attained 
the age of 16 years. 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains horror scenes. Contains violence. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil 

Date of entry in Register: 

30 September 2008 

Date of direction to issue a label: 29 September 2008 

OFLC No: 

801819 


Unexcised version of publication: 



Components 


Menu: 

Play Movie 

Scene Selection 

Language Selection 

Special Features 

Extras 


Feature: 

The Happening 

86.42 
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Other timed components: 

Deleted Scenes (x4) 

The Flard Cut 

"I Flear You Whispering" 

A Day For Night 

Elements Of A Scene 

Forces Unseen 

Gag Reel 

11.54 

9.00 

4.16 

6.44 

10.10 

4.39 

2.51 

Other components: 

Anti-Piracy / Copyright Warning 
Notices 

20 th Century Fox Home 

Entertainment Notice 

Website Notices (x2) 


Total running time: 


136.16 


Excisions: No Excisions Recommended 

Reasons for excisions: 

Not Applicable 

Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The DVD entitled The Happening is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have 
attained the age of 16 years. 

The DVD contains a feature originally examined as a 35mm film by Office of Film and 
Literature Classification (OFLC No. 800999, registered 6 June 2008). It was classified 
"Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 13 years". The feature in both media is identical. 

The deleted scenes on the DVD contain a higher degree of gore than that depicted in the 
feature. They are likely to disturb children and young persons and desensitize them to this 
level of gratuitous violence. In one of the behind-the-scenes components the film's 
director states that these scenes were excluded from the film feature so as to gain a lower 
classification The DVD format allows the viewer to isolate these scenes out of context of 
the storyline, and enlarge or slow-play them thereby giving them greater emphasis. Taking 
these factors into account the DVD entitled The Happening is classified as "Objectionable 
except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained the 
age of 16 years" and assigned the descriptive note "Contains horror scenes. Contains 
violence". 
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